SHIP IN WAR ARKA
DIDNT GET ORDER

{U.S. Says Message to Move,
Farther From Coast Was
Unreceived Before Raid

By NEIL SHEEHAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, June 28
The Defense Department’
slosed today that the ﬂnt
Chiefs of Staff had ordered the

ok | Vice Adm, William I,
Q‘i the commander of -1h¥.
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ey

quoted and_delay

One report said the rez;son
wag that the Joint Chicfs did
not believe that the ship was
in any imminent danger  and
‘the order was issued. only as a
precaution because the ship was
operating in a war zone.
artin,

was understo

MVFZ independs ent%g tgthatgg
(same oonclusion and to Fave is-

sonmutilcations intelligence shi
Jdberty to move farther '

‘zom the Sinai coast Gefbr

s . 2] SN

tara,eﬂ ‘forces attacked h
Fune 8. The message was:
sputed, however, and did no
reach the Liberty until after’ $heltne
had been hit.

The disclosure was made’ in
& gens Pentagon sum.ﬁﬂ{.
of & TEPOTL bY a Navy coﬁh

iry on the Liberty incldent,
th which 34 Navy officerS and
men were killed and 75 wound-
ed when Israeli jet fighters and

By

forpedo boats attacked the sﬁip

|tagk, fhe summary said,
Jolnt Chiefs of Staff had B&ued
ordqgg fc énleerty to movg tal_'—

the coast,

A sich a move would par
degrade her mISSIQIl," It

. Inessages wera - #s-
Ee {élayed and not reg‘:eived
aftg; the attack.” .

15.5 Miles Offsh
Mimary, released £oddy,]]
s _after the court com-
ﬁs investigation, nét

the Joint Ch1e{s

“3hey  had orderc.f&”
perty fo withdraw,
The L[yerty was 15,5 IL&DJJ
miles “horth of Sinai when
was attacked, and the st@mﬂy

e

said the ship’s commandmg of-' i

ficer, Comdr. William c-'
Gonagle of Norfolk, VB, I d
peen instructed not to afproach

closer than 12.5 nauticad
from the coast. )

It was believed, howevgl
the order from the Joini
was sent a considerable t1me
pbefore the attack occurred at
2 PM., Eastern Mediterranean
time [8 A.M. New York time],
and that the new instructions
would have caused the Liberty
to. move substantially farther
from the coast than her posi-
tion at the time of the attack.

D
cy

im;éstigaﬁng to deter

i n@. been given a high priorlty

»Igﬁe&that the attack had been
|“ettProvoked” and that the Is-

Early én the day of the at- o
"the

wh ad |
% order for the jAgyelper

o n¢
hat distance from_ the |

#

ilar ,orders to #he Lib-
hey also .did not arrive
org,the attack
¢ the messages were not
repbrtv. said, they had

‘Thigwould account for some of
d::lay
e court of inquiry, headed

Iby Rear Adm. I C..Kidd, con-

ragli armed forces had had “am-
.gbportunity to iden
Elﬁ)erty correctly.” W e

According to the testimony |
e ol

cGonagle,
planes now assumed to have

Lflewr aver the .ship"

\ tlmes before the attac}{' 8
,ﬁrst reconnaidgance . took’
pi@,ge; five hours and 13 min<

= s‘dim before the initial sirafing

ru. The second was three hours
a;;d ,seven minutes hefore .the

: affack, and the third two Hours

37 minutes before it. ; .-
H pnurt Cites Ship’s ‘Rights’
#7gHe court, which met in Lon-

epn June 11 and 17, also

ained that the ship had a
it to be where she was.” ~

court contended that a
ixal nation has a right to
atch a ship into an arep ad-
ax:ent to hostilitles, and’ ‘that,

i and in Malta, where the
# erty is undergoing’ répiirs,

£ “fmpartial attitude of neu-
Eﬁa‘.‘lity each belligerent has a
€ tduty to refrain from attacking

g

-m'it was widely beheved th.a,t‘

e

Bombat on the Sinai

the ship was in an excellent

position to do so. The Libe y is1

%I_qe of several ships used b

favy for communications” nte -
gence, ,
Senator J. W. Fulbright,

Chairman of the Senate Foreign

Relations Committee, sajd Bec-:

mlne why the mcssa,ge was this-

Sixth -

g as the ship “matntains;

be ship was to monitor com-|-
8fflcations of the Egyptian
| Israeli forces then el

TN

reta of S{ate Dean Rusk was|
%{ktsﬂoned about the Liverty in-l
cident during an appearance

tbefore a closed session of the
committee today.

-“This is a very embarrassing
’suhject for the Government,”
R&’hor Fulbright said. .
k en questioned about’ the
ship's mission, however, Dgfense
Department ~ officials siried
that she had been gathering in-
telligence. They reiterated &
statement issued at the time of
the attack that the Liberty had
been stationed north of Sinai
‘4o assist in relaying inferma-
tion concerning the evaciation’
of American dependents. and
‘gfier American citizens *fromi
lcountries of the Middle East.”
The court of inquiry took no
evidence from Israeli w1tncsse5
gave no explanation of'w,
e Israelis launched the tfack
An Israeli court of 1m1ut1‘y-
has held an investigatiod’ but
its imdmgs have not heen re-
teased. The Israeli GoverthmEat
‘has announced, however, 511.5,; atl
judicial inquiry is under Wa¥
and may lead to court-martial
iproceedings. against some e g% ’;hc_
responsible officers.: 4
Israeli sources in Was ton
have said that.Israel as the
Unfted States after th@ % out-|
break of hostilities on JufiE®: if]
=there were any American ghips
in the area and did not (]
any rcply. The Liberty did not
arrive at the Iocation of the at-
#ack until the morming of June

“

LS “hiit, ’ﬁE deels1dni ™o send her)
Eﬁﬁe’!‘ﬁ}ct ‘be‘n made days ear-

Afveri¢an officials maintain
that no inguiries ‘about Ameri-
can ships were made by %srael
{mfil after the attack.

One explanation of the inci-
dent reported to have been giv-
en by Israel representatives here
was that the Defense Ministry
i Tel Aviv identified the ship
as the Liberty from the aerial
typdonnaissance missions on “the
|morning 'of the incident, but did
R HiafigyR to get this informa-
tion to lower level commanders
tg %imsg to prevént- an attack.

&lila; At the time of the attack,:
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